
Wilmot Council unanimously supports Climate Action Plan 

By Kristen Hahn (The Wilmot Post – June 24, 2021 edition) 

 

Tova Davidson and Mary Jane Patterson with Climate Action Waterloo Region (WR) 

delivered a presentation at the June 14 Wilmot Township council meeting. It marked their third 

presentation to regional councils that day, the other two being to the City of Kitchener and North 

Dumfries Township. 

 

As a community partnership between Reep Green Solutions and Sustainable Waterloo Region, 

Climate Action WR has been working with all eight Regional Municipalities to commit to 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 50 per cent by 2030, and 80 per cent by 2050. 

 

Over two years, Climate Action WR consulted with over 100 technical experts—engineers, 

architects, universities and colleges, etc.—to devise a strategy to meet emissions targets. They 

also reached out to over 1,600 people at events and workshops and asked them how they 

imagined a future that realized an 80 per cent reduction in emissions by 2050. 

“We didn’t just talk to other ‘green’ people,” said Davidson. “We went to rodeos, car shows, 

libraries, and festivals to talk to everybody about how they wanted their community to be. We 

saw that they had a vision for prosperity and diversity and inclusion, and we baked that right into 

the program.” 

 

To achieve an “equitable, prosperous, resilient low carbon community,” Climate Action WR 

identified six transformative changes to happen on a municipal level. 

1. Transform the ways we move by redesigning, rebuilding, and maintaining a transportation 

system and prioritizing “active transportation” through walking or cycling. The Wilmot trails 

system will play a significant role in achieving this goal. 

2. By 2050 all remaining personal and commercial vehicles must be zero-emission vehicles. 

Wilmot has already begun the process of installing electric vehicle charging stations for the 

community. 

3. Businesses and homes must reduce the use of fossil fuels for heating and cooling. The 

Municipality can offer innovative loans for energy-related building upgrades. 

4. Less methane-producing organic waste should enter the landfill system. Wilmot can 

encourage “circular economy” campaigns where we use less, keep it longer, and repurpose it at 

the end. 

5. Wilmot should work to foster a thriving local food system based on local farming. The goal is 

to maintain 2010 levels of methane production over the coming 30 years by protecting 

agricultural land and supporting methane capture and energy production from manure. 

6. We must change the way we relate to each other and work together in advocacy to Provincial 

and Federal bodies. “It’s a once in a lifetime opportunity to build the community that we want.” 

said Patterson. “We want to be recognized as a national leader on sustainability and cleantech.” 

 

The meeting then opened to delegates, many of whom had further presentations to give. 

Betsey Daub and grade-10 Waterloo-Oxford student Lyndsay Dajka with Nith Valley 

EcoBoosters asked Wilmot to commit to 50% reduction by 2030. Said Dajka, “We can act, we 

can educate, and we can collaborate, but only you can make the laws. I’m asking you to put an 

environmental mandate into your strategic plan. You need to consider the climate crisis in 



everything that you do; every action you take, every legislation you pass, because the climate 

crisis is a part of everything. The residents of Wilmot need a responsible government to stand 

up and take action.” 

 

Mary Pavey with Let’s Tree Wilmot threw support behind the initiative, saying that a treed 

landscape sequesters carbon in addition to restoring habitat. She cited current problems with 

tree planting in Wilmot and offered simple solutions. Eight years ago, 75 trees were planted 

along Waterloo Street in New Hamburg, yet only 18 of those are expected to survive to maturity. 

New trees must be properly planted in a minimum of 18” of healthy topsoil. (Wilmot currently 

only requires 6” of topsoil.) They also require regular watering for the first three years, bark 

protection, and proper mulching. 

 

Lisa Clifford, president of the Wilmot Horticultural Society, spoke of the need to plant native 

species to support pollinators and manage rainwater runoff. She also advocated small steps 

everyone can take to help the township reach their climate goals: compost kitchen and garden 

waste and use in lieu of chemical fertilizers; make pollinator areas, plant trees to cool our homes 

and reduce dependency on air-conditioning; grow our own vegetables and reduce the amount of 

lawn; plant hedgerows instead of building fences. She noted that hedgerows along rural 

properties also serve as wind and snow breaks and helps reduce soil erosion. 

 

Steph Goertz with Foodsystems Roundtable of Waterloo Region said that food insecurity is 

increasing with challenges in access to fresh, minimally-processed food. The pandemic has 

shown that ‘just-in-time’ food chains are vulnerable to disruption. She advocated for the creation 

of more market gardens and the prioritization of local processing and retail facilities. 

Furthermore, Goertz requested that the township work to protect farmland from development 

and resource extraction. “We need to choose food over aggregate.” 

 

Other delegates included Andres Fuentez Martinez with 50 by 30 Waterloo Region, Becky Voll 

with Faith Climate Justice Waterloo Region, and Alisa McClurg with KW Urban Harvester. 

 

A motion was presented that council endorse the TransformWR strategy “as the community 

climate change mitigation strategy for the Township of Wilmot.” It further read, “That council 

endorse, in principle, an interim absolute community Greenhouse Gas emissions reduction 

target of 50% by 2030.” It was carried with unanimous support. 

 

Beaming, Tova Davidson said, “We are honoured and thrilled. This feels like a historic day. 

Three councils, all unanimous. What an amazing movement this is, and what an amazing 

region.” 


